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General David Petraeus, USA 
was the keynote speaker at the 
September Counterinsurgency 
Leadership Symposium at the 

National Press Club in  
Washington, D.C.

“Armed with Insight”

Semper Fidelis Award Dinner 
honoring 

George W. Bush
Thursday, February 25, 2010

6:00 p.m. Reception • 7:00 p.m. Dinner

The Crystal Gateway Marriott Hotel
1700 Jefferson Davis Highway 

Arlington, Virginia 22202

George W. Bush, 43rd President of the United States,	
will	 accept	 the	2010 Semper Fidelis Award	 at	 the	Foundation’s	
annual	Semper Fidelis Award Dinner.  

Since	 leaving	 office,	 President	 Bush	 has	 focused	 on	 launching	
the	 George	W.	 Bush	 Presidential	 Center	 at	 Southern	Methodist	
University.	 	 As	 part	 of	 that	 Center,	 President	 Bush	 recently	
announced	the	George	W.	Bush	Institute	to	advance	the	principles	
that	 guided	 his	 time	 in	 public	 service.	 	 The	 four	 initial	 major	
areas	of	focus	for	Institute	programming	will	be	education,	global	
health,	human	freedom,	and	economic	growth.

Most	recently,	at	the	request	of	President	Barack	Obama,	President	Bush	has	partnered	with	
President	 Bill	 Clinton	 to	 lead	 a	 private	 sector	 fundraising	 effort	 to	 help	 the	 Haitian	 people	
reclaim	their	country	and	rebuild	their	lives	after	the	devastating	earthquake.		The	Clinton	Bush	
Haiti	Fund	will	work	to	provide	immediate	relief	and	long-term	support	to	earthquake	survivors	
and	will	help	the	people	of	Haiti	rebuild	their	cities,	their	neighborhoods,	and	their	families.

For	 the	 fourth	 year,	 The	Clorox	Company	 is	 the	Dinner	Sponsor	and	Foundation	Trustee	and	
Chairman	and	CEO	of	Clorox,	Mr.	Donald	R.	Knauss,	is	the	Dinner	Chairman.		Planning	for	this	
first	class	event	is	well	underway.		It	promises	to	be	a	memorable	evening	for	all	who	attend!			

For	more	information	about	the	Dinner,	please	call	the	Foundation	office	at	(703)	640-6835,	or	
email	pmonroe@mcuf.org.		Seating	is	limited.		Reservations	will	be	accepted	on	a	first	come,	
first	served	basis

George	W.	Bush
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	 Winter	2010		 	
Dear	Friends	of	the	Foundation,

Happy	New	Year!		I	start	2010	with	a	sense	of	gratitude	and	relief	that	2009	is	behind	us,	and	we	survived!

My	last	letter	to	you	summarized	our	challenges	and	the	steps	we	were	taking	to	meet	those	challenges.		Let	
me	bring	you	up	to	date.

We	have	had	two	very	successful	fund	raising	events.		Our	Semper Fidelis Golf Classic	was	held	on	September	
14th	and	drew	a	lively	and	supportive	crowd	on	a	beautiful	day	at	Laurel	Hill	Golf	Club	in	Lorton,	Virginia.		We	
made	some	modifications	to	incorporate	recommended	changes	from	our	Golf	Committee,	led	by	our	Trustee,	
Bill	Scott.	 	Starting	time,	 food	selection,	and	prizes	all	 reflected	 input	received	from	past	participants.	 	 (We	
always	welcome	your	comments	and	recommendations	regarding	any	of	our	events!)		We	are	confident	this		
will	continue	to	be	a	quality	tournament	eagerly	anticipated	by	active	duty	Marines	and	our	local	supporters.

Our	Major General John H. Russell Leadership Award Luncheon on	October	28th	was	 another	 success	 in	
every	respect.		The	Union	League	Club	in	New	York	City	was	the	venue	for	this	annual	event	honoring	a	great	
American.		The	2009	Honoree,	The	Honorable	John	C.	Whitehead,	was	a	perfect	choice!		He	served	in	the	U.S.	
Navy	at	Normandy,	Iwo	Jima,	and	Okinawa	before	joining	Goldman	Sachs	where	he	retired	as	Co-Chairman	and	
Co-	Senior	Partner.	He	also	served	as	a	Deputy	Secretary	of	State	in	the	Reagan	Administration.		His	remarks	
about	his	wartime	service	and	success	against	the	Soviet	Union’s	“Evil	Empire”	were	inspirational	and	warmly	
received	by	all.		Mr.	and	Mrs.	Thomas	A.	Saunders,	III	once	again	sponsored	the	luncheon.

Throughout	2009	we	focused	on	raising	funds	to	keep	us	afloat.	 	 In	addition	to	the	events	 I’ve	mentioned,	
we	waged	a	major	campaign	in	our	solicitations	in	June	and	November.		Those	efforts,	along	with	support	of	
our	 loyal	Corporate	Sponsors,	have	provided	us	the	means	to	carry	out	our	mission	to	enhance	and	enrich	
Professional	Military	Education	and	Leadership.		Let	me	cite	some	examples:

The	Foundation	sponsored	a	Counterinsurgency	Leadership	Symposium	on	September	23rd	at	the	National	
Press	Club	in	Washington,	D.C.		This	event	was	carried	on	CSPAN	and	featured	panelists	discussing	the	subject	
from	 the	battalion	 command	 level,	 to	 officer	development,	 to	 coalition	and	 interagency	 issues.	 	 The	 list	 of	
participants	was	a	 “Who’s	Who”	of	counterinsurgency:	 	Dr.	Mark	Moyar	 (the	 former	Kim T. Adamson Chair 
of Insurgency and Terrorism	at	the	Marine	Corps	University	and	symposium	coordinator);	Dr.	Elliot	Cohen	of	
John	Hopkins	University;	Brigadier	General	H.R.	McMaster,	USA;	The	Honorable	Bing	West;	Authors	Tom	Ricks,	
Nathaniel	Fick,	and	Lieutenant	Colonel	John	Nagl,	USA	(Ret);	and	Lieutenant	General	Bernard	E.	Trainor,	USMC	
(Ret),	moderator	for	the	keynoter	address	given	by	General	David	Petraeus,	USA,	CENTCOM	Commander.		All	
who	attended	were	impressed	by	this	thorough	and	timely	symposium.

On	January	7th,	MCUF	and	the	Marine	Corps	University	 (MCU)	co-sponsored	the	General Graves B. Erskine 
Distinguished Lecture	with	Judge	William	Webster	as	the	speaker.		Unique	in	being	the	only	former	Director	of	
the	CIA	and	the	FBI,	he	gave	a	thorough	review	of	some	of	his	challenges	as	Director	of	each.		He	was	refreshingly	
frank	in	his	answers	to	some	difficult,	good	questions	from	the	students	–	from	Colonel	to	Sergeant.		It	was	a	
true	educational	experience	for	the	MCU	students	and	many	guests.		Our	next	Erskine	Lecturer	will	be	Steven	
Pressfield,	former	Marine	and	author	of	Gates of Fire, Tides of War	and	The Afghan Campaign,	among	other	
works.		Please	join	us	on	February	2nd	at	Little	Hall,	Marine	Corps	Base	Quantico,	at	3:30	p.m.

The Quatrefoil Club	 meetings	 continue	 to	 provide	 selected	 Captains	 an	 opportunity	 to	 dine	 and	 have	 an	
exchange	with	 talented,	 experienced	 officers	 and	 professors	 in	 our	 area.	 	 Recent	 quests	 include	Dr.	Mark	
Moyar,	Colonel	T.	X.	Hammes,	USMC	(Ret),	and	Colonels	Royal	Mortenson	(Marine	Corps	Combat	Development	
Command	Chief	of	Staff),	Brian	Beaudreault	 (Director	of	Expeditionary	Warfare	School),	and	David	Furness	
(Marine	Corps	Liaison	to	the	House	of	Representatives).		Colonels	Mortenson,	Beaudreault,	and	Furness	were	
Battalion	 Commanders	 in	 Iraq	 and	 Afghanistan.	 	 They	 clearly	 spelled	 out	 what	 is	 expected	 of	 a	 Company	
Commander	in	combat	–	the	next	assignment	for	most	of	our	Captains.

I’ll	 close	 with	my	 thanks	 to	 all	 of	 you	 who	 have	 continued	 to	 support	 us	 in	 every	 way	 with	 your	 financial	
contributions,	attendance	at	events,	thoughts,	and	prayers.		All	were	vital	to	our	continued	success	and	are	
deeply	appreciated.		We	are	confident	that	each	day	we	will	become	stronger	and	better	able	to	carry	out	our	
mission.		Thanks	again	for	your	help!

	 Semper	Fidelis,	 	

	 Thomas	V.	Draude	 	
	 Brigadier	General,	USMC	(Ret)	 	
	 President	and	Chief	Executive	Officer
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Counterinsurgency Leadership in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, and Beyond 
By: Major Andrew D. Hamilton, USMC

On September 23, 2009,	 the	Marine	Corps	University,	 in	conjunction	with	the	Marine	Corps	University	Foundation,	hosted	

a	 one-day	 symposium	 entitled,	 “Counterinsurgency	 Leadership	 in	 Afghanistan,	 Iraq,	 and	 Beyond.”	 Bringing	 together	 world-

renowned	practitioners	and	scholars	at	the	National	Press	Club	in	Washington,	D.C.,	the	symposium	featured	General	David	

Petraeus,	USA	as	the	keynote	speaker.	

In	 addressing	 the	 current	 conflicts	 in	 Afghanistan	 and	 Iraq,	 the	 symposium	 examined	 how	 leadership	 -	 indigenous	 and	

foreign	 -	 has	often	meant	 the	difference	between	success	and	 failure.	Symposium	participants	 identified	best	practices	 in	

counterinsurgency	leadership	and	explored	methods	for	 improving	individual	 leaders.	 	 In	addition,	they	tackled	the	question	

of	 how	 to	 put	 the	 most	 suitable	 leaders	 into	 the	 most	 critical	 commands,	 an	 especially	 daunting	 challenge	 for	 nascent	

governments	confronted	with	insurgency,	as	national	and	local	politics	regularly	influence	the	selection	of	counterinsurgency	

leaders.		Panel	topics	ranged	from	command	at	the	local	level	to	command	at	the	level	of	chief	of	state,	the	latter	particularly	

timely	due	to	the	event’s	proximity	with	the	national	elections	in	Afghanistan.

The	symposium	also	explored	the	current	debate	over	the	prioritization	of	counterinsurgency	in	the	development	of	America’s	

national	security	organizations	and	strategy.		While	much	of	that	debate	has	focused	on	the	allocation	of	funding	for	military	

equipment	or	on	international	politics,	this	symposium	focused	on	the	formidable	leadership	requirements	for	counterinsurgency	

and	other	challenges	that	the	United	States	and	its	allies	may	confront.

Brigadier General Thomas Draude, USMC (Ret), President and CEO of the 
Marine Corps University Foundation, offered the introductory comments to 

the symposium.

Brigade Command Panel Chairman, Dr. Kalev I. Sepp, of the Naval 
Postgraduate School, looks on as Brigadier General H. R. McMaster recounts 
his experiences as a Brigade Commander in Counterinsurgency Operations.  
Brigadier General W. Blake Crowe, USMC, and Dr. Peter Mansoor were the 

other members of the panel.

For the symposium’s program, transcripts, or additional information, please  visit the following link to the Marine 
Corps University website:  http://www.mcu.usmc.mil/Pages/Coin%20Symposium.aspx

Dr. Mark Moyar, Professor of National Security Studies at the Marine Corps 
University, discusses the criticality of leadership in successful counterinsurgency 
operations.  Dr. Eliot Cohen from Johns Hopkins University was another member 
of the panel that was chaired by Major General Paul E. Lefebvre, USMC, Deputy 

Commander, II MEF.  Dr. Moyar organized the symposium.

General David Petraeus, USA, Commanding General, US Central Command, 
offered the keynote address.
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